
  CITY OF OPELIKA 
CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

300 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
July 21, 2026 
TIME: 6:00 PM 

 
 

 

 

  
    
1. A CALL TO ORDER 
    
2. ROLL CALL 
  1. George Allen, Janataka Hughley-Holmes, Leigh Whatley, Chuck Beams,  

Todd Rauch 
    
3. INVOCATION 
  1. Tom Tippett from Christian Care Ministries. 
    
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
  1. Russell A. Jones, MMC - City Clerk. 
      
5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

  1. Motion to Adopt the CM Agenda for 07-21-26. 
    
6. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S) 
  1. Minutes from the 07-07-26 council meeting. 
    
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
    
8. MAYOR COMMENTS AND RECOGNITIONS 
  1. City's Financial Summary Report for June 2026. 
  2. June 2026 Monthly Building Summary Report. 
  3. Proclamation for Mrs. Annie Pearl Stinson. 
  4. Recognize Character Council Citizen of Excellent Character. 
      
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less) 
      
10. AGENDA-RELATED PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less) 
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11. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

  1. General Business: Request Alcohol License - Oak Bowery Spirits, LLC dba Oak 
Bowery - AB Manufacturer. 

  2. General Business: Request Temporary Street Closure for Trinity Church on 08-
12-26. 

  3. Resolution: Expense Reports from Various Departments. 
  4. Resolution: Approve Certain Tax Abatements and Exemptions for Channing 

Street Copper Co. - ED. 
  5. Resolution: Approve Grant Application to Mid-South RC&D Council for First 

Responder Equipment - OFD 
  6. Resolution: Authorize Alabama Department of Revenue to Collect City Sales, 

Use, Rental, and Lodging Taxes - REV. 
  7. Resolution: Request for Approval of a Special Use Permit by Verizon Wireless 

at 2002 Steel Street. 
  8. Resolution: Special Appropriation to 2nd Mission Alliance ($2,500). 
    
12. GENERAL BUSINESS 
    
13. AWARDING OF BIDS 
    
14. RESOLUTIONS 
    
15. ORDINANCES 
    
16. APPOINTMENTS 
      
17. SECOND ROSTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less) 
    
18. ADJOURN 
  1. Character Trait of the Month - Courage, mental or moral strength to venture, 

persevere, and withstand danger, fear, or difficulty. 
  2. Motion to Adjourn. 
  
 
“In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Opelika will make 
reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to this meeting. If you need special assistance to 
participate in this meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator 72 hours prior to the meeting at 
(334)705-5130.”  
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  CITY COUNCIL 
MINUTES 

300 Martin Luther King Blvd. 
July 7, 2026 
TIME: 6:00 PM 

 
 

 

  
    
1. A CALL TO ORDER  
    President Allen called the council meeting to order at 06:01 pm and asked Mr. 

Jones to call the roll. 
    
2. ROLL CALL  
    The Mayor and all City Council members were present. 
  1. George Allen, Janataka Hughley-Holmes, Leigh Whatley, Chuck Beams,  

Todd Rauch  
    

 

    
3. INVOCATION  
    Mayor Smith provided the invocation. 
  1. Mayor Eddie Smith.  
    

 

    
4. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
    Boy Scout Troop 858 led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  1. Boy Scout Troup 858.  
    

 

      
5. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 
 
    

 

  1. Motion to Adopt the CM Agenda for 07-07-26.  
    MOTION TO ADOPT THE AGENDA: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 Janataka Hughley-Holmes 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

    
6. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S)  
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  1. Minutes from the 06-16-26 council meeting.  
    President Allen stated that a copy of the minutes had been previously received by 

the council and asked for a motion to approve the minutes. Ms. Holmes made a 
motion to approve. Mr. Beams seconded the motion. President Allen then asked 
if there were any additions, deletions, or corrections to the minutes. President 
Allen stated, having no corrections, the minutes stand approved. 

    
7. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
    

 

    
8. MAYOR COMMENTS AND RECOGNITIONS  
    None. 
      
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
    President Allen asked Mr. Jones to present the public hearing. 
  1. Public Hearing - Weed Abatement Assessment - 606 Dogwood Avenue.  
    Mr. Jones presented the public hearing. President Allen opened the public 

hearing and asked if anyone present would like to speak for or against said weed 
abatement. No one came forward to speak. President Allen closed the public 
hearing. 

      
10. AGENDA-RELATED PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
    None. 
      
11. CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 
    President Allen asked if any council member wanted to remove any individual 

item(s) from the consent agenda and deal with that item separately on the regular 
agenda. 
 
Mr. Beams requested that Consent Agenda #11 be removed and placed on the 
regular agenda. 
 
President Allen stated that Consent Agenda #11 would now be placed as 
Resolution #2 on the regular agenda. 
 
President Allen, after hearing no other requests to remove any other consent 
agenda items, asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda. 
 
MOTION TO APPROVE THE CONSENT AGENDA: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 3 Leigh Whatley 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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  1. General Business: Request Temporary Street Closure - Foundry UMC Bible 
School on 07-22 thru 07-24-26.  

    APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  2. Bid: Bridgewater Boulevard Construction - ENG ($1,530,025).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 134-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  3. Bid: Grade, Drain, Base & Pave Hi-Pack Drive - ENG ($2,820,262).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 135-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  4. Bid: Mill Village Roundabout and Roadway Improvement Project - ENG 

($3,339,029).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 136-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  5. Resolution: Expense Reports from Various Departments.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 137-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  6. Resolution: Purchase - Panasonic Hardware Management Service Agreement - 

IT ($42,970).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 138-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  7. Resolution: Purchase - Two-Way Radios and Related Equipment - OFD 

($71,260).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 139-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  8. Resolution: Approve Amended Employment Contract with Patrick McCulloch - 

OPD.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 140-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  9. Resolution: Approve Certain Tax Abatements and Exemptions for BS Logistics 

America, LLC - ED.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 141-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  10. Resolution: Approve Certain Tax Abatements and Exemptions for Yongsan 

Automotive USA, Inc - ED.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 142-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  11. Resolution: Approve Grant Application to FEMA for BRIC Grant related to 

North Park Sewer Improvements Project - PW.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 143-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  12. Resolution: Approve Proposal from Hydro Engineering to Update Storm Water 

Management Plan - ENG ($26,500).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 144-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  13. Resolution: Approve ROW Acquisition Agreement for Sharp St and Sportsplex 

Pkwy Extension Projects - ENG.  
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    RESOLUTION NO. 145-26 
APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 

  14. Resolution: Special Appropriation to The Curtis House ($1,500).  
    RESOLUTION NO. 146-26 

APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
  15. Appointment: Appoint Monty Newport to the Board of Zoning Adjustments 

(BZA). Existing Term expires 02-11-2027.  
    APPROVED BY UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
    
12. GENERAL BUSINESS  
    

 

    
13. AWARDING OF BIDS  
    

 

    
14. RESOLUTIONS  
    President Allen asked Mr. Jones to present the resolutions. 
  1. Weed Abatement Assessment - 606 Dogwood Avenue.  
    RESOLUTION NO. 147-26 

MOTION TO APPROVE: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 3 Leigh Whatley 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Approve Emergency Response, Rescue, and Ambulance Service Agreements - 
OFD.  

    RESOLUTION NO. 148-26 
MOTION TO APPROVE: 4 TO 0 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 2 Janataka Hughley-Holmes 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: Councilman Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 

    
15. ORDINANCES  
    President Allen asked Mr. Jones to present the ordinances. 
  1. Amend Zoning Ordinance & Map: 3400 Block Birmingham Hwy, 18.34 Acres, 

from R-4 to C-2, GC-P - 2nd Reading.  
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    ORDINANCE NO. 022-26 
SECOND READING AND APPROVED: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Ward 3 Leigh Whatley 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

  2. Approve Annexation Petition by Ernest Gunn, Jr., Armuriel Gunn Dumas, 
College Dade Gunn Holloway, and Mary Ann Gunn at 6571 U.S. Highway 431 
N - 1st Reading.  

    FIRST READING: INTRODUCED 
President Allen asked for a member of the council to introduce the ordinance. 
Mr. Rauch introduced the ordinance. 
 
President Allen then asked for a motion to suspend the rules to have a second 
reading. Ms. Holmes made a motion to suspend the rules. Mr. Beams seconded 
the motion. There was no discussion and the following vote was recorded: 
MOTION TO SUSPEND THE RULES: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 Janataka Hughley-Holmes 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
 
President Allen then asked if there was a motion to approve the ordinance at 
second reading. Ms. Holmes made a motion to approve. Mr. Rauch seconded the 
motion. There was no discussion and the following vote was recorded: 
ORDINANCE NO. 023-26 
SECOND READING AND APPROVED: UNANIMOUS 
RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 Janataka Hughley-Holmes 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 5 Todd Rauch 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

    
16. APPOINTMENTS  
    

 

      
17. SECOND ROSTER OF PUBLIC COMMENTS (Limit comments to 3 minutes or less)  
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    Tiffany Hilyer of 1305 Morris Avenue spoke first. Ms. Hilyer again asked the 
city to pass an ordinance for the protection of private cemeteries in Opelika, and 
also requested that the city attorney provide further reasoning for why the city 
had not, and apparently will not do so, per his recommendation that current state 
law would supersede any proposed local law. 
 
Mattie Clark of 706 Orchard Avenue spoke last. Ms. Clark spoke about boarded-
up houses in her neighborhood and the dangers they create. Ms. Clark closed by 
asking if someone could explain to her why the city can keep the grass cut but 
can't get rid of the houses that are already boarded-up, causing a nuisance. 

    
18. ADJOURN  
    The City Council meeting minutes of July 7, 2026, are hereby adopted and 

approved this the ___ day of _______________, 2026. 
 
 
                                                              ____________________ 
                                                              President of City Council 
                                                              City of Opelika, Alabama 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_____________________ 
City Clerk 

  1. Character Trait of the Month - Courage, mental or moral strength to venture, 
persevere, and withstand danger, fear, or difficulty.  

    President Allen read the character trait of the month and asked for a motion to 
adjourn. 

  2. Motion to Adjourn.  
    MOTION TO ADJOURN: UNANIMOUS 

RESULT: Passed 
MOVER: Councilwoman Ward 2 Janataka Hughley-Holmes 
SECONDER: Councilman Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 
AYES: Councilman Ward 1 - President Allen, Councilwoman Ward 2 

Hughley-Holmes, Councilwoman Ward 3 Whatley, Councilman 
Ward 4 - President Pro-Tem Beams, Councilman Ward 5 Rauch 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
The council meeting ended at 06:16 pm. 
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    From the Governing Body of  
          Opelika, Alabama 
                      

 

Proclamation 
                       

 
  

WHEREAS, Annie Pearl Stinson was born on July 21, 1926, in Opelika, 
Alabama, to Thomas and Betty Buchanan. She was one of fourteen children born 
into this loving family. Outside of her immediate family, the person who knew her 
best was her husband of 50 years, James Stinson; and 
 

WHEREAS, together, Annie Pearl and James built a beautiful family and 
were blessed with eight children: Betty James, Willie James, Edward, Thomas, 
David, Lillie Pearl, Carolyn, and Benjamin. In addition to raising their own 
children, they lovingly opened their hearts and home to help raise nephews, 
Alfonza and Derrick; and 
 

WHEREAS, Annie was always impeccably dressed reflecting her vibrant 
personality and timeless sense of style; and 
 

WHEREAS, throughout her career, Annie Pearl served in a variety of roles, 
including homemaker, custodian, and caregiver. She worked faithfully at 
Independent Life Insurance, East Alabama Medical Center, Ease House, and 
Auburn University, where she eventually retired after years of dedicated service; 
and 
 

WHEREAS, Annie is the proud grandmother of 33 grandchildren and a host 
of great-grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren, nieces, great-nieces, and great-
nephews. Her life has been a testament to faith, perseverance, love, and service—a 
legacy that will continue to inspire generations to come; and 
 

WHEREAS, a "Woman of Valor" is the phrase that best describes Annie 
Pearl Buchanan Stinson. She is a woman of strength, wisdom, and unwavering 
moral integrity, celebrated for her courage, diligence, and devotion to God and 
family. 
 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of Opelika, Alabama, to be affixed this the 21st day of July 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
C. E. “Eddie” Smith, Jr.  
Mayor, City of Opelika 
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  Sponsored by: Mayor Eddie Smith 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama, as follows:  
 

1) That the following employee(s) were required by the City of Opelika to travel on 
City business and/or attend a training session, meeting, or conference. 

 
Employee   Department   $ Amount 

  -----------------------  -------------------  ------------ 
  Tayah Buchannon  Municipal Court  $  88.88 
  Denise Rogers   Municipal Court  $  89.23 
  Mandy Johnson  Parks & Recreation  $ 167.76 
   
   

2) That attached is an expense report(s) prepared, dated, and signed by the City 
employee or official covering the various expenses incurred on said trip and 
reviewed/approved by the City’s accounting department and City official. 

3) That the Opelika City Council hereby approves the attached expense reports for 
reimbursement to said City employee or official. 

4) That the Mayor and/or appropriate City official is hereby directed and authorized 
to take the necessary steps so a check(s) can be prepared covering the attached 
expense report(s). 

5) That the City Treasurer is authorized to sign said check(s) so it can be delivered to 
the appropriate City employee or official. 

 
ADOPTED and APPROVED this the _____ day of _______________________, 2026. 

 
 
 

________________________ 
W. George Allen 
President of the City Council 

         City of Opelika, Alabama 
ATTEST: 

 
 

________________________ 
Russell A. Jones, MMC 
City Clerk 
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  Sponsored by: Mayor Eddie Smith 
  and the Economic Development Department 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING CERTAIN TAX ABATEMENTS  
AND EXEMPTIONS FOR CHANNING STREET COPPER COMPANY 

 
 WHEREAS, Channing Street Copper Company, (the “Company”) has committed to 
operate a manufacturing facility for Major Household Appliances at 175 Orr Avenue, Opelika, 
Alabama, 36804 (the “Facility”); and 
 WHEREAS, the Company specializes in engineering, and manufacturing of Induction 
Ranges; and 
 WHEREAS, the Company will be required to make numerous physical modifications to 
the existing Facility to accommodate the production needs of the Company; and 
 WHEREAS, the Company has announced plans for to purchase and install new 
manufacturing machinery, etc.) to be used at the Facility (collectively the “Project”); and 
 WHEREAS, the Project will require a capital investment by the Company of 
approximately Nine hundred forty-two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars ($942,344.00) 
and is expected to result in the creation of approximately 15 new jobs; and 
 WHEREAS, the Project is estimated to be placed in service by July 24, 2027; and  
 WHEREAS, the Project will be operated by the Company as an “industrial or research 
enterprise” as defined under Alabama Code § 40-9B-3(a) (10); and 
 WHEREAS, the Company’s NAICS Code 335220 meets the qualifications of an 
industrial or research enterprise in accordance with § 40-9B-3(6), Code of Alabama, as amended; 
and 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Incentive Reform Act of 1992 (Section 40-9B-1 et seq, 
Code of Alabama, 1975) (the “Act”) the Company has requested from the City the abatement of 
(a) all state and local non-education ad valorem taxes (property taxes) for a period of ten (10) 
years; and  
(b) all construction related transaction taxes (sales and use taxes), except those construction 
related transaction taxes levied for educational purposes or for capital improvements for 
education; and 
 WHEREAS, the abatements granted by this resolution shall not include the portion of 
any ad valorem taxes or sales taxes or use taxes that are assessed, imposed, or specifically 
designated for the benefit of East Alabama Medical Center, children’s homes operated by Lee 
County or Opelika Public Schools; and 
 WHEREAS, the City has considered the Company’s Application to Granting Authority 
for Abatement filed by the Company in connection with its request (the “Abatement 
Application”); and 
 WHEREAS, the City has found the information contained in the Abatement Application 
to be sufficient to permit the City to make a reasonable cost/benefit analysis of the Proposed 
Project and to determine the economic benefits to the community; and 
 WHEREAS, the Project will involve a combined capital investment of approximately 
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Nine hundred forty-two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars ($942,344.00), which includes  
the purchase and installation of new manufacturing machinery and related costs; and 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has been furnished a copy of a Tax Abatement Agreement 
between the City and the Company, and the City Council has determined that the general terms 
of such Agreement are acceptable to the City in principle; and 
 WHEREAS, the Company is duly qualified to do business in the State of Alabama and 
has the power to enter into and to perform and observe the agreements and covenants on its part 
contained in the Tax Abatement Agreement; and 
 WHEREAS, the City represents and warrants to the Company that it has the power 
under the Constitution and laws of the State of Alabama (including particularly the provision of 
the Act) to carry out the provisions of the Tax Abatement Agreement; and  
 WHEREAS, the City wishes to secure the numerous and significant benefits to the City, 
its business community and residents that will likely result from the Project and finds that 
forbearing a thing of value, to wit: Taxes as specified herein, will serve a valid and 
sufficient public purpose, notwithstanding any incidental benefit accruing to any private 
entity or entities named herein. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 
Alabama, as follows: 

1. Approval is hereby given to the Abatement Application of the Company and 
abatement is authorized of (1) all state and local non-educational property taxes for a period of 
ten (10) years, and (2) all construction related transaction (sales and use) taxes, except those 
construction related taxes levied for educational purpose or for capital improvements for 
education as the same may apply to the fullest extent provided by the Act; provided, such taxes 
assessed, imposed or designated for the benefit of East Alabama Medical Center, children’s 
homes operated by Lee County or Opelika City Public Schools shall not be abated.  The period 
of abatement for non-educational property taxes shall extend for a period of ten (10) year 
measured as provided in § 40-9B-3(a) (12) of the Act. 

2. The abatements and exemptions granted herein do not include any ad valorem 
taxes earmarked for city and county schools and school district purposes; provided further, 
however, such taxes assessed, imposed, or designated for the benefit of East Alabama Medical 
Center, children’s homes operated by Lee County or Opelika Public Schools shall not be abated.  
The tax abatements and exemptions for ad valorem taxes under paragraph 1 above shall not 
exceed the maximum abatement allowed by state law. 

3. The Mayor and the City Clerk are hereby authorized and directed to execute the 
Tax Abatement Agreement with the Company and such other ancillary documents and 
agreements as may be necessary to provide the abatements and exemptions granted in paragraph 
1 above. 

4. A certified copy of this resolution, with Application and Abatement Agreement, 
shall be forwarded to the Company to deliver to the appropriate taxing authorities and to the 
Alabama Department of Revenue in accordance with the Act. 
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5. The officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized by 
any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of them, 
are authorized to do or cause to be performed in the name and on behalf of the City such other 
lawful acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in the name and on 
behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances, or other instruments or other 
communications under the seal of the City, or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary 
or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this 
resolution. 

6. This resolution shall take effect upon passage and adoption by the City Council. 
   
 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2026. 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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Tax Abatement Agreement 
3/16 

This Abatement Agreement is made and entered into as of this 21st day of July , 
 

 2026 , by and between  The City of Opelika (the Granting Authority), 
and Channing Street Copper Company (the Company), its 
successors and assigns. 

or 
 

WHEREAS, the Company’s North American Industry Classification System (NAICS) Code, 335220   
business activity engineering, and manufacturing of Induction Ranges meets 
the qualifications of an industrial or research enterprise in accordance with Section 40-9B-3(10), Code of 
Alabama 1975, as amended; and 

WHEREAS, the Company has announced plans for a (check one): 

□ new project or □ major addition to their existing facility (the Project), located within the jurisdiction of the Granting Authority; 

day of July , WHEREAS, the Project is estimated to be completed by  
2027  ; and

WHEREAS the Project will be located in the County of Lee (check only one) 

□ inside the city limits of Opelika, Alabama . 

□ inside the police jurisdiction of . 

□ outside the city limits and police jurisdiction of the City of ; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Tax Incentive Reform Act of 1992 (Section 40-9B1 et seq., Code of Alabama 
1975) (the Act), the Company has requested from the Granting Authority an Abatement of: (check all that apply) 

□ all state and local noneducational property taxes,

□ all construction related transaction taxes, except those local construction related transaction taxes levied
for educational purposes or for capital improvements for education, and/or 

□ all mortgage and recording taxes with respect to mortgages, deeds, and documents relating to issuing or
securing obligations and conveying title into or out of the public authority, county or municipal government; 

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has considered the request of the Company and the completed 
applications filed with the Granting Authority by the Company, in connection with its request; and 

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority has found the information contained in the Company’s application to be 
sufficient to permit the Granting Authority to make a reasonable cost/benefit analysis of the proposed project 
and to determine the economic benefits to the community; and 

WHEREAS, at its meeting held on the  21st day of July, 2026 (the Meeting), the Granting 
Authority approved the Company’s application for abatement of (check all that apply): 

□ all state and local noneducational property taxes;

24th
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□ all construction related transaction taxes, except those local construction related transaction taxes levied
for educational purposes or for capital improvements for education; and/or 

□ all mortgage and recording taxes with respect to mortgages, deeds, and documents relating to issuing or
securing obligations and conveying title into or out of the public authority, county or municipal government; 

WHEREAS, the Project will consist of private use industrial development property, which is composed of all 
real and/or related personal property to be acquired, constructed, and installed thereon, as described in 
Attachment One hereto; and 

WHEREAS, the private use industrial development property for which the abatement is applied shall be 
(check whichever is applicable): 

WHEREAS, in the event that the private use industrial development property is leased from a public 
authority, municipal, or county government, the lessee shall be treated as the owner of such property for 
federal income tax purposes; and 

WHEREAS, it shall be indicated whether the Granting Authority intends to issue bonds in connection with 
the private use industrial development property herein described, and, if so intends, shall attach a copy of the 
inducement agreement; and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of abatement of all noneducational property taxes (if applicable), it has been 
determined that no portion of the Project has been placed in service or operation by the Company or by a 
related party, as defined in 26 U.S.C. §267, with respect to the Company prior to the Effective Date of this 
Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, for the purposes of the abatement of construction related transaction taxes (if applicable), no 
portion of the Project which has been requested for abatement has been purchased prior to the Effective Date 
of this Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Project conducts trade or business as defined as an industrial or research enterprise: 

Predominately as described in the 2012 North American Industry Classification System, promulgated by the 
Executive Office of the President of the United States, Office of Management and Budget, Sectors 31 (other 
than National Industry 311811), 32, 33, 55 (if not for the production of electricity); Subsectors 423, 424, 482, 
493, 511, 517, 518 (without regard to the premise that data processing and related services be performed in 
conjunction with a third party), and 927; Industry Groups 1133, 2121, 4862, 4882, 4883 (other than 48833), 
5121 (other than 51213), 5415, and 5417; Industries 48691, 48699, 48819, 51221, 51913, 52232, 54133, 
54134, 54138, 56291, 56292, and 92811; and National Industries 115111, 22111, 221330, 541614, 561422 
(other than establishments that originate telephone calls), 562213, and 611512 or any similar classification 
system developed in conjunction with the United States Department of Commerce or Office of Management 
and Budget, or any industrial or research enterprise as defined in Section 40-9B-3(a)(10), Code of Alabama 
1975, as amended, or a target of the state’s economic development efforts pursuant to the Accelerate 
Alabama Strategic Economic Development Plan adopted in January 2012 by the Alabama Economic 
Development Alliance, created by Executive Order Number 21 of the Governor on July 18, 2011, or any 
amended version or successor document thereto, 

A headquarters facility project as described in NAICS 551114 at which not less than 50 jobs are located, 
A data processing center as defined in Section 40-9B-3(a)(4), Code of Alabama 1975, 

□ owned by the entity applying for the abatement,
□ leased from a public authority, municipal, or county government; and
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A research and development facility as defined in Section 40-9B-3(a)(23), Code of Alabama 1975, 
A renewable energy facility as defined in Section 40-9B-3(a)(22), Code of Alabama 1975, 
A facility that produces electricity from alternative energy resources or hydropower production as defined in 

Section 40-9B-3(a)(10)e, Code of Alabama 1975, or 
A tourism destination attraction as defined in Section 40-9B-3(a)(25), Code of Alabama 1975; 

WHEREAS, if the Project is a major addition to an existing facility, the request for abatement of all state and 
local noneducational property taxes (if applicable) and/or construction related transaction taxes (if applicable) 
does not include any capitalized repairs, rebuilds, maintenance, replacement equipment, or costs associated 
with the renovating or remodeling of existing facilities of industrial development property previously placed in 
service by the Company; and 

WHEREAS, if the Project is a major addition to an existing facility the addition equals the lesser of (i) thirty 
(30) percent of the original cost of the industrial development property, or (ii) $2,000,000; and

WHEREAS, the Company is duly qualified to do business in the State of Alabama, and has powers to enter
into, and perform and observe the agreements and covenants on its part contained in this Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the Granting Authority represents and warrants to the Company (a) that it has power under that 
constitution and laws of the State of Alabama (including particularly the provisions of the Act) to carry out the 
provisions of this Agreement, (b) that the execution of this Agreement on its behalf has been duly authorized 
by resolution adopted by the governing body of the Granting Authority; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Granting Authority and the company, in consideration of the mutual promises and 
benefits specified herein, hereby agree as follows: 

In accordance with the Act, the Granting Authority hereby grants to the Company an abatement from 
liability for the following taxes as permitted by the Act (check all that apply): 

□ a) Noneducational Property Taxes: all state and local noneducational property taxes that are not required to
be used for educational purposes or for capital improvements for education for 10 years,

□ (b) Construction Related Transaction Taxes: the transaction taxes imposed by Chapter 23 of Title 40 Code
of Alabama 1975 on the tangible personal property and taxable services to be incorporated into the Project,
the cost of which may be added to the capital account with respect to the Project, except for those local
construction related transaction taxes levied for educational purposes or for capital improvements for
education; and/or

□ (c) Mortgage and Recording Taxes: all taxes imposed by Chapter 22 of Title 40 Code of Alabama 1975
relating to mortgages, deeds, and documents relating to issuing or securing obligations and conveying title into
or out of the Granting Authority with respect to the Project.

To the fullest extent permitted by the Tax Incentive Reform Act, the Granting Authority grants to the Company 
an abatement of Noneducational Ad Valorem Taxes and Construction Related Transaction Taxes; provided, 
however, such taxes assessed, imposed or designated for the benefit of East Alabama Medical Center, 
children’s homes operated by Lee County, or Opelika City Public Schools shall not be abated. 

2. An estimate of the amount of tax abated pursuant to this Agreement is set forth below. The Granting
Authority and the Company hereby acknowledge that this estimate reflects the amount of tax abated for the 
period stated, under current law, and that the actual abatement for such taxes may be for a greater or lesser 
amount depending upon the actual amount of such taxes levied during the abatement periods stated. (Check 
all that apply): 

□ (a) If no bonds are to be issued, noneducational property taxes are expected to be approximately
$ 2,894.10 per year and the maximum period for such abatement shall extend for a period of 
10 years, measured as provided in Section 40-9B-3(a)(12) of the Act, as amended from time to time. 
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□ (b) If bonds are issued, noneducational property taxes are expected to be approximately
$ per year and the maximum period for such abatement shall be valid for a period of 

years, beginning the initial date bonds are issued to finance project. 

□ (c) Co nstruction related transaction taxes, except those local construction r elated transaction t axes 
levied for educational purposes or for capital improvements for education, are expected to be 
approximately $20,025.00 and such abatement shall not extend beyond the date the Project is placed 
in service.

. (d) Mortgage and recording taxes are expected to be $

3. The Company hereby makes the following good faith projections:

(a) Amount to be invested in the Project: $ 942,344.00 ; 

; 
b) Number of individuals to be employed initially at the Project and in each of the succeeding three years: 
Initially- 1  Year 1- 0  Year 2- 0   Year 3- 0

(c) Annual payroll initially at the Project and in each of the succeeding three years:
Initially- $120,000.00      Year 1- 0 Year 2-$0          Year 3-$0

(ci) The Company shall file with the Alabama Department of Revenue within 90 days after the date of the
Meeting a copy of this agreement as required by Section 40-9B-6(c) of the Act.

GENERALLY 

5. Compliance. If the Company fails to comply with any provision in this Agreement or if any of the material
statements contained herein or in Attachment Two (Note: This attachment shall include the application for
abatement), are determined to have been misrepresented whether intentionally, negligently, or otherwise, the
Granting Authority shall terminate this Agreement and take such equitable action available to it as if this
Agreement had never existed. If it is determined that certain items, which are identified on the application form
for abatement of taxes, are not in compliance with the Act or governing regulations, these items may be subject
to taxation for all local and state taxing authorities.

6. Binding Agreement. Each party to this Agreement hereby represents and warrants that the person
executing this Agreement on behalf of the party is authorized to do so and that this Agreement shall be binding 
and enforceable when duly executed and delivered by each party. This Agreement shall be binding upon and 
inure to the benefit of each of the parties and their respective successors. 

7. Limitations. Notwithstanding any provision contained herein to the contrary, this Agreement is limited
solely to the abatement of (check all that apply): 

□ all state and local noneducational property taxes,

□ all construction related transaction taxes, except those local construction related transaction taxes levied for
educational purposes or for capital improvements for education, and/or

□ all mortgage and recording taxes for the periods specified herein. Nothing in this Agreement shall be
construed as a waiver by the Company of any greater benefits that the Project or any portion thereof may have
available under the provisions of the law other than the Act.

8. Severability. This Agreement may be amended or terminated upon mutual consent of the Company and
the Granting Authority. Any such amendment or termination shall not in any manner affect the rights and duties 
by and between the Company and the Granting Authority. 
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This Agreement is executed as of the dates specified below. 

(the Company) (the Granting Authority) 

By: By: 

Name: Name: 

Title: Title: 

Date: Date: 
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  Sponsored by: Mayor Eddie Smith 
  and the Opelika Fire Department 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF OPELIKA TO APPLY  
TO THE MID-SOUTH RC&D COUNCIL FOR A COMMUNITY  

DEVELOPMENT GRANT TO ACQUIRE TWO NEW RAPID INTERVENTION TEAM 
PACKS AND NEW BAGS FOR THE OPELIKA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 
 WHEREAS, the Mid-South RC&D Council (“Mid-South”) is a 501(c)3 non-profit 

organization working to meet community needs and enhance the quality of life throughout the 

local region, including Lee County; and 

 WHEREAS, Mid-South provides grants to first responders to improve the quality of life 

and economic well-being of the community; and 

 WHEREAS, the Opelika Fire Department (OFD) has a need for two (2) new Rapid 

Intervention Team (RIT) kits and new bags for its existing Engine companies (the “Project”); 

and 

 WHEREAS, an RIT kit is a dedicated set of tools carried on fire apparatus specifically 

designed to rescue a downed, trapped or disoriented firefighter and is not intended for civilian 

rescue; and  

 WHEREAS, RIT Kits are critical to OFD’s response during an emergency when 

firefighters face extreme, unpredictable risks; and 

 WHEREAS, the total cost of the Project is estimated to be $15,751; and 

 WHEREAS, the City intends to make application to Mid-South for grant assistance in 

the amount of $15,000 for the completion of the Project; and 

 WHEREAS, the City is not required to make a local match; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Opelika desires to participate in the Mid-South RC&D 

Council’s Community Development Grant as a means of acquiring RIT Kits and bags.  
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 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 1.     That the Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and submit to the Mid-South 

RC&D Council on behalf of the City of Opelika a Community Development Grant application in 

the amount of $15,000 to acquire two (2) RIT kits and bags for existing Engine companies.  

 2. That the City agrees to accept the grant funds and to comply with the terms of the 

grant as well as all applicable laws and regulations. 

 3. That the officers of the City and any person or persons designated and authorized 

by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the City, or any one or more of 

them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the name and on behalf of the 

City such other lawful acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be executed and delivered in 

the name and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, assurances or other 

instruments or other communications under the seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of 

them deem necessary or advisable or appropriate in order to carry into effect the intent of the 

provisions of this Resolution. 

 5. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2026. 

 

      ______________________________________ 
      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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  Sponsored by: Mayor Eddie Smith 
  and the Revenue Department 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 
 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ALABAMA 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE TO ADMINISTER AND 

COLLECT SALES, USE, RENTAL, AND LODGINGS TAXES 
LEVIED BY THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
SECTION 1.  Administration and Collection by Alabama Department of Revenue.  
Pursuant to the provisions of the Code of Alabama 1975, Section 11-51-207, the City of Opelika 
hereby directs that the Department of Revenue of the State of Alabama shall administer and 
collect all sales, use, rental, and lodgings taxes levied and assessed under the provisions of this 
Resolution to the fullest extent allowed by Alabama law. 
 
SECTION 2.  Certified Copy.  The City of Opelika shall provide a certified copy of this 
Resolution to the Alabama Department of Revenue and shall also provide such other information 
and take such other steps as may be required by said Department of Revenue to enable it to 
administer and collect taxes levied and assessed under the provisions of this Resolution. 
 
SECTION 3.  AUTHORIZATIONS.  That the officers of the City and any person or persons 
designated and authorized by any officers of the City to act in the name and on behalf of the 
City, or any one or more of them, are authorized to do or cause to be done or performed in the 
name and on behalf of the City such other lawful acts and to execute and deliver or cause to be 
executed and delivered in the name and on behalf of the City such other notices, certificates, 
cancellations, revocations, assurances or other instruments or other communications under the 
seal of the City or otherwise, as they or any of them deem necessary or advisable or appropriate 
in order to carry into effect the intent of the provisions of this Resolution. 
 
The City of Opelika adopted this Resolution at the regular meeting on July 21, 2026.  This 
resolution is effective as of November 1, 2026.  
 
 
 
      ________________________________________ 
      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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  Sponsored by: Mayor Eddie Smith 
 
 

RESOLUTION NO. ____________ 
 
 
 WHEREAS, Verizon Wireless has requested to modify their equipment at an existing wireless 
telecommunication facility located at 2002 Steel Street, Opelika, AL to provide improved wireless services essentially 
within the corporate limits and police jurisdiction of the City of Opelika, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, Verizon Wireless has complied with City’s Ordinance No. 014-19 and has demonstrated the need 
for additional modification of this wireless facility to deliver consistently reliable services in the identified area, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, both the City and Verizon’s customers in Opelika will benefit from improved service, and; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City’s consultant, The Center for Municipal Solutions (CMS), recommends the granting of a 
Special Use Permit for the modification of Verizon’s equipment at this facility located at 2002 Steel Street, which 
consists of a 260’ self-support tower;  
 
              NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED   by the City Council of the City of Opelika, Alabama that 
Verizon Wireless is hereby granted a Special Use Permit to modify their equipment at the wireless telecommunications 
facility located at 2002 Steel Street. As recommended by CMS, the Special Use Permit is subject to compliance with the 
following conditions prior to the issuance of said permit and/or a Certificate of Completion: 
 

1. To prevent warehousing of permits or authorizations and to ensure the best service to the City’s residents 
as expeditiously as possible, the facility must be built, activated, and be providing service no later than 
one hundred eighty (180) days after the issuance of the Special Use Permit or other applicable 
authorization, subject to commonly accepted force majeure exceptions acceptable to the City.  Verizon 
Wireless may petition the City of an extension of this for good cause shown, but the decision whether not 
to grant the extension shall exclusively be the prerogative of the City. 

2. Verizon Wireless must provide contractor information to CMS and to the city prior to request for 
issuance of the Building Permit. 

3. Once Verizon Wireless has met all the conditions of the permit and any other requirements of the City 
and a building permit is issued, Verizon Wireless must notify the City’s consultant for all inspections. 

4. At the completion of construction, Verizon Wireless must notify the City’s consultant and provide proof 
that all inspections have been satisfactorily completed, and the project is ready for a final on-site 
inspection.  Upon passing the final inspection, a recommendation to issue a Certificate of Occupancy 
shall be made. 

5. The Certificate of Occupancy shall not be issued until all fees and costs associated with this Permit, 
including inspections, have been paid. 

6. The provision of the Certificate of Completion for this work shall be a precondition for any future 
modifications of any kind by this carrier, at this facility. 

 
 

 
  ADOPTED and APPROVED this __________ day of _______________________________, 2026.  
 
 
 
         ________________________ 
         W. George Allen 

President of the City Council 
Opelika, Alabama 

 
ATTEST: 

 
 

______________________ 
Russell A. Jones, MMC 
City Clerk 
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  Sponsored by: President Pro-Tem Chuck Beams 
  and Councilwoman Ward 3 Leigh Whatley 

 RESOLUTION NO. _____________ 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING SPECIAL APPROPRIATION  
TO 2ND MISSION ALLIANCE FOR ITS ECHOES OF LEGACY INITIATIVE 

 
 WHEREAS, 2nd Mission Alliance., a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, is dedicated to 

serving veterans, first responders and their families; and 

 WHEREAS, 2nd Mission Alliance’s Echoes of Legacy initiative honors the lives and 

sacrifices of America’s service members and first responders, preserving their stories to inspire 

future generations while strengthening the bond between our community and those who have 

served; and 

 WHEREAS, 2nd Mission Alliance’s mission is to build a place where service doesn’t end 

when the uniform comes off; it simply begins its second mission; and 

 WHEREAS, the City of Opelika (the “City”), desires to support 2nd Mission Alliance’s 

mission and the Echoes of Legacy intiative; and 

 WHEREAS, Ward 1 Councilman George Allen and Ward 2 Councilwoman Janataka 

Hughley-Holmes wish to appropriate $200 each from their respective discretionary funds, and 

Ward 3 Councilwoman Leigh Whatley, Ward 4 Councilman Chuck Beams and Ward 5 

Councilman Todd Rauch wish to appropriate $700.00 each from their respective discretionary 

funds to assist with 2nd Mission Alliance’s Echoes of Legacy initiative.   

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of Opelika, 

Alabama, as follows: 

 1.     That the City Council hereby approves a special appropriation in the amount of 

$2,500.00 to assist with the mission of 2nd Mission Alliance. 

 2. That the Mayor and the Controller are hereby authorized to transfer the sum of 

$200.00 each from the respective discretionary fund accounts of George Allen, Ward 1 and 
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Janataka Hughley-Holmes, Ward 2; and $700 each from the respective discretionary fund 

accounts of Leigh Whatley, Ward 3; Chuck Beams, Ward 4 and Todd Rauch, Ward 5.  

 3. That the City Council hereby declares and determines that the expenditure of said 

funds will serve a public purpose by promoting the mission of 2nd Mission Alliance. 

 4. That the Mayor and the Controller are hereby authorized and directed to make all 

necessary accounting and budgetary entries to carry into effect the intent of this Resolution. 

 5. That the City Clerk is hereby authorized to process the necessary paperwork so 

that the amount of $2,500.00 can be processed by the Accounting Department. 

 6. That this Resolution shall take effect upon its passage and adoption by the City 

Council. 

 ADOPTED AND APPROVED this the ______ day of _____________________, 2026. 

 

      ________________________________________ 
      PRESIDENT OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
      CITY OF OPELIKA, ALABAMA 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
CITY CLERK 
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